
Cents
of the United 

States



Fugio Cent (1787)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benjamin Franklin, to whom we owe the phrase “a penny saved is a penny earned,” designed the first one cent coin in 1787.

Called a Fugio cent, this piece depicts a sun over a sundial and the motto “Mind Your Business.” On the reverse side is the motto “We Are One,” which is encircled by a chain with 13 links, representing each of the original colonies.

“Fugio” from the Latin “I Flee”, therefore a “rebus” (a puzzle in which words are represented by combinations of pictures and individual letters; for instance, apex might be represented by a picture of an ape followed by a letter X) depicting “time flying by” when combined with the sundial.

Some historians believe that the word "business" was intended literally here, as Franklin was an influential and successful businessman.



The First Cents 1793 
FLOWING 

HAIR 
CENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first Large Cent minted by the US Mint and was the first mass produced coinage by the newly independent States of America. 
Proceeded only by the Flowing Hair Half Disme, 
produced in Patterns but also intended as coinage according to George Washington
(The 1793 Cent was also proceeded by the 1792 Proposed Coinage Issues but none were used as coinage and are very rare).

The idea of the connected chains, as the first reverse, was to represent the unity of the newly founded United States Of America. However, the Chain design was short-lived and was replaced later in the year by the 1793 "Wreath" Cent. The Chain reverse is the most rare, only 18,000 minted, but the wreath reverse is also rare, and both are extremely rare in high grade. Furthermore, there are other minor design types referred to as varieties and these are even more rare than the regular issue mintages. The Strawberry Leaf variety being the most rare.





Liberty Cap Large Cent (1793-1796)



Draped Bust Large Cent (1796 - 1807)



“Classic” Large Cent (1808-1814)



Coronet Large Cent (1816-1839)



Braided Hair Large Cent (1839-1857)



Flying Eagle Cent (1856-1858)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first “small cent”




Indian Head Cent (1859-1909)



Lincoln Cent (1909 - present)



Lincoln Memorial Reverse (1959 - 2008)



Lincoln Bicentennial #1 & #2 (2009)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Birth and early childhood in Kentucky: this design features a log cabin. It was designed by Richard Masters and sculpted by Jim Licaretz.[73] This penny was released into circulation on Lincoln's 200th birthday, February 12, 2009, at a special ceremony at LaRue County High School in Hodgenville, Kentucky, Lincoln's birthplace.

Formative Years in Indiana
this design features a young Lincoln reading while taking a break from rail splitting.



Lincoln Bicentennial #3 & #4 (2009)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Professional Life in Illinois
this design features Lincoln as a young lawyer, standing before the Springfield Illinois State Capitol. 

Presidency in DC 
this design features the half completed Capitol dome








Lincoln Cent reverse (2010 - present)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first “small cent”




Lincoln Cent on NASA's Mars rover “Curiosity”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farthest = 401 million km apart (249 million miles) 
The average distance between the two is 225 million km (~139,808,518 miles)



The Most Expensive Penny?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 1943 copper-alloy cent is one of the most enigmatic coins in American numismatics — and reportedly the most valuable Lincoln penny of all. 
Just 40 of the coins are known to exist.
They were probably created by accident, on copper-alloy one-cent blanks left in the presses in the wartime years when pennies were converted to steel
The first 1943 copper cent was sold in 1958 for more than $40,000. 
In 1996, another went for a whopping $82,500. 
But those sales pale in comparison with a dealer in New Jersey. In 2010, he sold his 1943 penny for a staggering $1.7 million. 




1792 “Birch Cent”: $2.6 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are only thought to be 10 of these coins in the world
Rare one cent coin sells for nearly $2.6m at auction to become most expensive US penny
It was one of the first prototypes for American currency
The coin takes its name from creator Robert Birch and is one in a series of prototypes.



1793 “Parmalee” Chain Cent: $2.35 million
a.k.a. “Strawberry Leaf”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sold in 2015
1793 S-4 Chain, Periods Cent, MS66 Brown PCGS�Second Finest PCGS-Certified Chain Cent, Finest With CAC Approval�The Legendary Parmelee-Brand-Naftzger Specimen�First Public Auction Appearance Since 1890




Trivia

• The U.S Mint estimates that the average life expectancy of paper 
currency lasts for as little as 18 months. The average cent lasts 25 
years!

• The Mint produced its first circulating coins (11,178 copper cents) in 
1793. Today there is more than $8 billion worth of coins circulating in 
the US and, in the past 30 years, the US Mint has minted over 300 
billion coins, worth in excess of $15 billion.

http://www.bankrate.com/brm/news/sav/20030617c1.asp


Trivia

• Lincoln faces to the right, while all other portraits on coins face to the 
left. This was not done on purpose — it was simply the choice of the 
coin designer.

• In 2015, the U.S. Mint produced 9,365,300,000 cents
• Mint marks: P (2017 only), D, S. Under date on obverse. No mint 

marks used from 1965 to 1967, or in any year except 2017 at the 
Philadelphia Mint.

http://www.usmint.gov/about_the_mint/fun_facts/index.cfm?action=fun_facts4


Trivia

• Composition
• 1909–1942, 1944–1982: 95% copper, remainder tin or zinc
• 1943: zinc-plated steel (magnetic!)
• 1982–present: copper-plated zinc (97.5% Zn, 2.5% Cu)

• Before the Lincoln cent, no regularly circulating U.S. coin had featured 
an actual person (as opposed to idealized personifications, as of 
"liberty")

• While a 1909 penny could send a postcard or buy a few eggs, it can't 
even buy itself: in 2014, the U.S. Mint spent 1.7 cents on every penny 
it produced.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A new report shows the cost to produce a penny was 1.7 cents in the 2014 fiscal year. That's down from 2.4 cents in 2011 but still more than face value.



Trivia

• the U.S. Mint took more than two years to produce its first million 
coins, but today the Philadelphia Mint can make approximately that 
many in 45 minutes.

• Some people think that, when flipping a Cent and calling “heads” or 
“tails”, you should always call “tails” because the “heads” side weighs 
more and will fall down more often. The U.S. Mint disputes this 
theory.



Trivia

• The name “penny” actually comes from England 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first modern English coin was the silver penny of Offa, the 8th century king of Mercia

Originally, the penny was made from silver, but in later times was minted in copper.

By the 18th century — when the first U.S. coins went into circulation — Brits still used the word penny as the singular for pence, just as they do today. 

The coin's name derives from the Old English pennige, pronounced, roughly, penny-yuh.



Trivia

• There are more than 130 billion one-cent coins currently in 
circulation.

• Since its beginning, the U.S. Mint has produced more than 288.7 
billion pennies. Lined up edge to edge, these pennies would circle the 
earth 137 times.

• More than two-thirds of all coins produced by the U.S. Mint are 
pennies.
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