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The Coin Collector’s Manual ; or, Ghuide i
S8 [he Vumismatic Student in the Formation of a Cabine
B¢ Coins. 2 vols. By B. NoeL HUMPHREYS
Biopdon: Bonn. New-York: Bancs & Co.—
BlThis is another of Mr. Bonun’s admirable re
prints, forming the latest addition to his * Scientift
RiLibrary » It will not, perhaps, attract so much nc¢
Mllitice in this country, as many other works in th
B same series, since Numismatics, as a science, ]
B not, we expect, much studied on this side of th
B A tlantic.
B more 1n the present and the future, than in those 1

Our citizens have other tastes, and dwe 4

A biographical skeich and a good introduction add |
to the value of the present issue.

Readings in Zoology. Part 1. Mammalia
and Birds. By.L. CoOMSTOCK, M. D.—Another of
the higher order of scheol-books, and a very ac-
ceptable one. It is compiled vn.rith great care, anfl
evidently by a lover of the anun_al creation. H.1s
friendship for birds 1s apparent in every page in
which he treats of them. The library of no young
person can be considered complete without this ad-

dition to its department of Natural History.

Pleasure and Profit, or Lessons on the Lord’'s
By Mrs. MANNERS.—AD excellent little

. ; h ; Prayer.
P ote periods, which are illustrated by ancient coint

BB Nevertheless, to the student of Greek and Roma
B history, a well-selected cabinet ef coins can Neve

® be without interest. It is true, that it requires t
outlay of a small fortune to procure a perfect colle

work for children, with more {fun in it than we ex-
pected from the title-page. But Mrs. MANNERSY’
sprightly work will be read where a sombre trea-
tise would lie unheeded, or provoke a yawn. Wae
recommmend her book as embracing a great deal of

B tion. But where the taste for coin-collecting—"% | ysleagantry, with real religious feeling. Ivaxs &
B magnificent branch of archmology,”. a8 MIONNF | Bpirr,n, . *
B calls it—exists, the American student will find this

the most attractive and comprehensive work on the Democrati

subject,—always, of course, excepting the erudite

and voluminous work of ECKHEL, which will never ThereFri

find many readers among us.

Mr. NoeL HUMPHREYS, the author of the present
work, is, we believe, entrusted with the superinten-
dence of the splendid collection of coins and medals
contained in the Numismatic Department of the
British Museum. He has made Numismatics the
study of his life, and is as much an authority on the
subject, as LYELL, or AGASSIZ In Geology, or ARA-
Go in Astronomy. A great merit of his work, and
one which only those who have had occasion to re-
fer to PINKERTON, can appreciate, is its strictly
chronological arrangement. The writer commences
with the earliest indications of positive colnage
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B, among the Greeks, and traces the rise of the art and thmfé d(;m'

B its sub decli t on the decay of | tinged aco

its s?.sequent ecline, consequen on Ay tinged acc

the kingdoms of the Macedonian Empire. The They ar

Roman coinage is treated in the same way, and | enjoy a I

then the English and French. A table of the mar- 1“%‘"0?3““

ketable value of the various coins is appended, in%‘;llréﬁé:

which amateurs, who are not s.killed in their pur- | of this cot

chase, will find extremely serviceable. about 1t a

One of the attractions of the work are the beauti- | bardly wo

fully engraved plates of coins, representing over a considera

. . There :

hundred of the choicest specimens now extant, and | jmnortant

cc.)mmen.cing with the zold coinage of Miietus and Ly- | understar

dia, dating as far back as 800 years before the Chris- | stand our

tian era. Specimens of the later coinage follow, ledge 01(-1
evidencing the wonderful skill of the Greeks,—not fect, amn

less remarkable in die-sinki than 1 Ipt same ligh

in die-sinking than in sculpture | pariicipat

them dur
indulge o

and architecture. The profiles of princes, especi-
ally of the Macedonian dynasty, are exceedingly

beautiful, both in design and execution. The finest | he Prepe
coins of modern times never excel and rarely equal f:it::lz
the exquisite coinage of the Greeks. duct of t
SN o
Romance of Abelard and Heloise. By O. :lté;yt:)h‘;
W. WienT, Translator of Cousin’s History of | mor.
Philosophy.—Notwithstanding the popularity of the possi
Pope’s poem, the real lives of ABELARD and He- t‘hen, fro
Lo1SE have long since passed into mythology. In ;’;:'ltlfrdil:]
BavLE's Dictionary, the history of these lovers | know hf
was detailed—open to the same criticism that ques- | [IFas est
tions HOMER’s personality, and makes the Iliad and | #an enem
Odyssey a collection of ballads. The rigor of such g‘e l}es's
criticism was, indeed, never applied ; and readers ltltlirti':ﬁ l:
of general literature, who were not travelers, cher- } what hi:
ished indistinct notions of a stone in the cemetery of The !
Pere la Chaise, at Paris, which marked the spot | t€n by 1
where true love lay entombed. Travelers sought ‘::?i':‘;{;m
that spot, and were sentimental or not, according | p,4r oug
to their inclination. With the French themselves, | either.
there was no myth in the record of those lives—so | ston an
touching, and so immoral. We have ourselves | W€ are!
. . named .
seen ithe reputed portraits of the lovers, cut 1n | Lithor
cameos, and worn as a brooch on the breasts of 'l'heys;
virgins. who ev
They were monk and nun—tiis ARELARD and | formati
HeLoise. And Mr. WicHT has well styted their | 'S ‘l‘“!_';
lives a romance. Imagination, aided by tradition, ?:::m“a
may have given the romantic element a dye deepér | peann
than the reality ; but the life of romance has its | them
sustenance in truth, or, to quote the hackneyed line The
of ByroN: ﬁ‘:t::}u‘
. -. it Tyuth is strange—stranger than fiction.” t.hleir ¥
' Mr. WicnT furnishes the succinct history of | great
' these lovers with as much delicacy as can be ex- —und
pected. His quotations from PoPE might have | mon ¢
been omitted with propriety. But, considering his ({Uve'
subject, he has dene well. Let any sceptic comn- gdor:k;
pare his work with BavLE’s sketch. At the same | educs
time we would not recommend his work to indis- | thath
criminate perusal. 8ssurT
Evidently Mr. WiGHT is misled by his love of ?:‘gfti
scholustic philosophy to place an over-estimate on izea ;
the intellectual abilities of ABELARD. ‘I'hat was the | hums4
age when schoolmen disputed how many angels | more
could stand on the point of a needle, or ride on a hens’
beam of the sun. ABELARD was above that weak- S:Z:t
ness, and, so far, in advance of his age ; but, really, | to be
in philosophical matters he was a poor fellow. We Bt
are jnclined to believe that he saw deeper than he | Now
confessed—but he wanted the pluckto acknowledge | €XPf
it. Pad he been a brave man—had his been the ::;:;‘
heart of a Reformer—he would have antedated | here
YWICKLIFFE, have cast off the shackles of a celibate | pow
priesthood, and, by marrying HELOISE have leftus | 11 ¢
1o % romance.” D. ArrLETON & CoO. :’Jf‘é
The Bride of Omberg. By EMiLiE F. CarLeN. ex"rf::
£

CHARLES SCRIBNER.—The authoress of this work, T

though she will never equal FrEDERIKA BREMER | the
o in any of the qualities of a great writer, is still a | dem
pleasing contributor to that list of works of fiction, | tery
by the novelists of Northern Europe, which have, %ar;:‘
of late years, been rendered so popular among us, nuarl
by the aid of eflicient translators. Highest among | gove
these we rank Miss BREMER and HANS CHRISTIAN | by &
ANDERSEN. ‘The Countess Hann Hanx be- in t
longs, properly, to another latitude, and has few :?,1:,
features in common with the Danish and Swedish { et
novelists. Of the latter class, EmiLiE CARLEN 18 | —¢
the latest representative. It i1s onlv within a year | tim
o1 two that she has attained a reputation with Ame- lm('
rican readers, from the translation of some of her | .4

works, which have found their way among us. The | gn
best of these is the novel now under consideration. | to

The Bride is a simple story of *‘ true love.” The | nft
incidents are few ; there is nothingin it romantic ;”
or exciting. But then, life is not romantic, and e.
well-balanced minds shun excitement. We cannot
place The Bride of Omberg in the highest—or, in-
i deed, in a high—rank of fiction ; but we can recom-
mend it as a pleasing, though somewhat a senti-
mental story, which ends very happily, and iatro-
duces the reader to some interesting customs of
d -~ Swedish life.

y The Humorous Speaker. Newman & Ivr-
e soN.—The addendum to the title—* A collection of

- amusing pieces, both in prose and verse, for the use
of Schools,”—sufficiently explains the nature of
3 this work. But we may add that the selections are
well made, and embrace extracts from the most hu-
morous writers of England and America, with
translations of the best of YRIARTE’S fables, and
REIMER’S humorous lyrics. Thus the good things
of HooD, SAXE, Horace Sm1TH, Judge HALIBUR-
70N, HAWTHORNE, DickeNs, HoLmgs, and the
Ingoldsby Legends, are mingled with the best things
of CoLMAN, GARRICK, GoLpsmiTH, WoLcoT, and
others of the last century. As the work is intended
for the use of young people, great care huas evi-
dently been taken to admit nothing bearing the
likeness of an equivogque, OT & double entendre.

The Teacher and the Parent. A Treatise
upon Common School Education. By CHARLES
NORTHEND —A new edition of a work that has al-
ready attained its popularity. It is ot altogether
to our taste, being somewhat discursive and prosy,
for parents of small leisure; but its value has been
put to a severe test by the sale of two editions; and
we can only add that the author’s views, though
rather hard to dig out of the mass of type in which
they are set forth, are for the most part sound and
sensible, when their meaning is attainable. A. S.
Barxes & Co.

The Pilgrim’s Progress. New edition. LANE
& ScorT.—A neat pocket edition of a work, which,
“mext to the Bible, has been more read than any book
in the world, From the child, who reads it as a
fiction, just as he reads Rebinson Crusoe, to the sim-
ple and devout Christian, who strengthens his faith
with the perusal, and the philologist, who enjoys
its pure, unidiomatic Saxon—its ¢ well of English |
undefiled,”—all ages and classes have done rever-
‘ence to this work of the immortal Tinker of Elstow. .
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